
 

Advent Festival of Lessons and Carols 
 

December 4, 2011  5:00p.m. 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY My soul doth magnify the Lord Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

 All stand as able at the sound of the tower bells. 
 
HYMN (sung by all) Come, thou long expected Jesus HYMNAL 66 
 
A BIDDING PRAYER 
Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to 
see the Babe lying in a manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving 
purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought 
us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of his birth with hymns 
and songs of praise. But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill 
over all the earth; for the mission and unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this 
country and within this city. And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this 
time remember in his name the poor and the helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick 
and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all those 
who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love. 
Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, 
but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which 
Christ himself hath taught us:  
 
People and Officiant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the 
fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.  
 

 The people are seated. 
 
FIRST LESSON  Genesis 3:1-15 
Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. 
And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of 
the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, 
neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: 
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall 
be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And the 
eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig 
leaves together, and made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto 
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Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast 
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? 
And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I 
did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the 
woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the serpent, 
Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the 
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put 
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
 
ANTHEM Adam lay ybounden Martha Jones Burford 
 

Adam lay ybounden bounden in a bond: Four thousand winter Thought he not too long. 
And all was for an apple, an apple that he took, As clerkes finden written in their book. 

Nay had the apple taken been, the apple taken been. Nay had never our lady been heaven a queen. 
Blessed be the time that the apple taken was; Therefore we moun singen: Deo Gracias! 

 
SECOND LESSON  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, 
and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in 
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my 
covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: But this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my 
law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. 
 

 Please remain seated. The people are invited to join in the singing of the carols as indicated. 
 
CAROL Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming HYMNAL 81 
 

The choir sings stanza 1 and the congregation sings stanza 2 & 3. 
 Stanza 1 setting by Hugo Distler. 

 

 
THIRD LESSON  Isaiah 35:1-10 
The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and 
blossom as the rose. It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory 
of Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see the glory 
of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the 
feeble knees. Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will 
come with vengeance, even God with a recompence; he will come and save you. Then the 
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the 
lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters 
break out, and streams in the desert. And the parched ground shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty land springs of water: in the habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass with 
reeds and rushes. And an highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The way of 
holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up thereon, it 
shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall walk there: And the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: they shall obtain joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  
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CAROL The desert shall rejoice Sterling, Joy F. Patterson 
 

stanza 1&2 - choir;  stanza 3 - all;  stanza 4 - low voices;  stanza 5 - high voices;  stanza 6 - all 
 

 
 
FOURTH LESSON  Micah 5:2-5 
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of 
thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from 
of old, from everlasting. Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth 
hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. And 
he shall stand and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his 
God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. And this man 
shall be the peace, when the Assyrian shall come into our land: and when he shall tread in our 
palaces, then shall we raise against him seven shepherds, and eight principal men. 
 
CAROL (sung by all) O little town of Bethlehem HYMNAL 78 
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FIFTH LESSON   Zephaniah 3:14-19 
Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of 
Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the king of 
Israel, even the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more. In that day it shall 
be said to Jerusalem, Fear thou not: and to Zion, Let not thine hands be slack. The Lord thy God 
in the midst of thee is mighty; he will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will rest in his love, 
he will joy over thee with singing. I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn assembly, 
who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden. Behold, at that time I will undo all 
that afflict thee: and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that was driven out; and I will get 
them praise and fame in every land where they have been put to shame. 
 
CAROL (sung by all) Savior of the nations, come! HYMNAL 54 

Chorale-prelude by Andreas Nikolaus Vetters 
stanza 1 - all;  stanza 2 - high voices;  stanza 3 - low voices;  stanza 4 - all 

 
SIXTH LESSON  Luke 1:26-38 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named 
Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and 
the virgins name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she was 
troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the 
angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, 
and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall 
be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the 
angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her 
old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. For with God nothing shall 
be impossible. And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy 
word. And the angel departed from her. 
 
CANTICLE Magnificat Martin How 
 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior for he has looked 
with favor on his lowly servant. From this day all generations will call me blessed: the Almighty has 

done great things for me, and holy is his Name. He has mercy on those who fear him in every 
generation. He has shown the strength of his arm, he has scattered the proud in their conceit. He 
has cast down the mighty from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry 
with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty. He has come to the help of his servant 

Israel for he has remembered his promise of mercy, the promise he made to our fathers,  
to Abraham and his children for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

 The people stand as able. 
 
COLLECT 
Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
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ADVENT BLESSING 
May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great humility, 
sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. Amen.  
 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast in faith, 
joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen.   
 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be rewarded 
with unending life. Amen.   
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever. Amen.       
 
HYMN (sung by all) Hark! a thrilling voice is sounding HYMNAL 59 
 
PROCESSION 
   ORGAN VOLUNTARY Sleepers awake! A voice is calling Johann Sebastian Bach 

 
PARTICIPANTS 

 

Officiant The Rev. Dennis Tierney 
Organist & Choirmaster Paul Roy 
Song Leaders The Parish Choir 
Readers  Maggie Ball, Stu Case, Sarah Neill, Karena Klinkenberg Grace Duffy,  
 and Emma Gudmundson 
Acolytes  Danielle Desaulniers, Chuck Kirchner, Barbara Bolles 
Ushers Brian Andvik & Laura Carroll 
Members of the Altar Guild  
 

400th Anniversary of the Authorized Version, King James Version, of the Bible 
 

We celebrate the 400th anniversary of the King James Version of the Bible this year and we have chosen to 
hear our Advent Lessons from that remarkable translation of the Bible.  The KJV was the third approved 
English translation of the Bible and was commissioned in 1604.  Two earlier translations of the Bible, the 
Tyndale (1525) and Coverdale (1539) translations had been suppressed by the authorities but the force of 
the Protestant Reformation and the creation of the Church of England brought an official approval of a 
Bible for the English-speaking people. 
 

Forty-seven scholars were selected to do the revisions using the latest Greek and Hebrew texts available.  
Their work was strongly influenced by the Tyndale and Coverdale translations along with the recent biblical 
scholarship sparked by the Protestant Reformation.  The translators were encouraged to create a Bible that 
was meant to be read aloud in church, rather than a text to be read alone.  Moreover, the translators were 
mindful of the need to have Holy Scripture understandable to the common people and so couched their 
content in metaphors and imagery accessible to many people. 
 

The result was not without controversy.  Hugh Broughton, the foremost Hebraic scholar at the time wrote, “I 
would rather be torn in pieces by wild horses than have this abomination foisted on the English people.”  
Happily, he was in the minority.  Apart from some spelling and grammatical changes made in the mid 18th 
Century, the King James Version of the Bible has become the most influential translation of the most 
influential book in the Western World.  The KJV has sparked two hundred and fifty-seven idioms or figures of 
speech still in use in the English language.  Its pervasiveness among English readers meant that it is the 
source of more book titles than any other single source.  One can hear the echoes of The King James Bible 
in Abraham Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address” and in other writings of authors, church leaders, and political 
leaders alike.  Oddly enough, this bible was never actually “authorized” for use exclusively in any church. Its 
prevalence is due to the power of its language, its cadences, and its ability to capture the deepest 
meaning of Holy Scripture.
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