HOLY EUCHARIST: Rite II
THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 13, 2020 ♦ 10:00 a.m.

___________________________________________________________________________________

While we’re unable to be in church together, we gather today as the church, the Body of Christ.
Wherever you are, we hope you’ll participate fully in our worship through singing, prayer, hearing the Good News of Jesus
Christ, and receiving spiritual communion. May God richly bless you as you bless us!
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
All stand as able at the sound of the tower bell.
HYMN (sung by all, next page)

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven

The Unforgiving Servant
Jesus Mafa, 1973

(HYMNAL 410)
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION
Presiding Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
SONG OF PRAISE (sung by all)

Earth and all stars

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
Presiding Priest The Lord be with you.
People
And also with you.
Presiding Priest Let us pray.
O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may in all
things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
THE FIRST READING
Exodus 14:19-31
READER: A Reading from the Book of Exodus
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of
cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and
the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come
near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a
strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers.
At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and
threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The
Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the
Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians
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into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of
Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry
ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the Lord
saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the
great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord
and in his servant Moses.
Reader
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
People Thanks be to God.
Silence is marked by the ringing of a bell.
THE RESPONSE (remain seated, read responsively)
1 Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, *
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech,

Psalm 114

2 Judah became God’s sanctuary *
and Israel his dominion.
3 The sea beheld it and fled; *
Jordan turned and went back.
4 The mountains skipped like rams, *
and the little hills like young sheep.
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? *
O Jordan, that you turned back?
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? *
you little hills like young sheep?
7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, *
at the presence of the God of Jacob,
8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water *
and flint-stone into a flowing spring.
THE SECOND READING
Romans 14:1-12
READER: A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. Who are you to
pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be
upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. Some judge one day to be better than another, while others
judge all days to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe
it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while
those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. We do not live to ourselves, and
we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then,
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or
you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it
is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.”
So then, each of us will be accountable to God.
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Reader

People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Silence is marked by the ringing of a bell.
HYMN (sung by all)

Help us accept each other
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THE GOSPEL
The Priest reads the Gospel, first saying
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Matthew 18:21-35

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often should I

forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times.
For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as
he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave
him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down
and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were
greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned
him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should
you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him
over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.
THE SERMON

Karen Haig

Silence is marked by the ringing of a bell.
THE NICENE CREED
Presiding Priest and People
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary; and was made man. For our sake
he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With
the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
In peace let us pray to the Lord saying “Loving God, hear our prayer.”
Eternal God, in you we live and move and have our being. We thank you for the gift of our life in you.
Empower and strengthen the witness of your church throughout the world, that true to its calling it may
embody your reconciling love. Loving God, hear our prayer.

God our source of life, build up all members of the Body of Christ and make us your disciples. Strengthen
our Presiding Bishop Michael, our Bishop Greg and all ministers of your Church. Loving God, hear our
prayer.

God of justice and peace, you revealed true power in the servanthood of our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray
that those in power would exercise authority in wisdom and compassion to bring peace to the world.
Awaken in all of us, especially those who govern, a thirst for justice that exemplifies your love of all people.
We pray for all who suffer from the ravages of war, and those who perpetrate war. We pray for all who
suffer from the systemic racism that permeates our country. Bring an end to all fighting, dignity for all
people and healing to all broken relationships. Loving God, hear our prayer.
Creator God, you have blessed us with your glorious world. Instill in us a deep love of all creation and
make us good stewards of that which you have given into our care. Loving God, hear our prayer.
God of compassion, you are the hope of the poor and the oppressed. Release the ones held captive by
poverty, injustice, and any other oppression. We pray especially for the people of Louisiana and California
and all those impacted by natural disasters. Give us ears to hear their cries, and hearts to respond in love.
Loving God, hear our prayer.

Gracious God, we give you thanks for this beloved community. Guide us. Give us grace to surrender
ourselves to you; teach us your ways and open our hearts to you and to each other that we might build up
your Body in our life together. We pray to you for the ones we love and for the ones we find hard to love.
Loving God, hear our prayer.

God of comfort, soothe all who suffer isolation, illness, distress or grief, especially, _______________, and
those we now name. Let your suffering people awaken in us boundless compassion, and make us
overflowing vessels of your loving kindness. Loving God, hear our prayer.

God of consolation, bless the ones we love but see no longer, especially, ___________________ and those
we now name. Receive them into your tender care and grant them everlasting blessedness. Loving God,
hear our prayer.
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The presider adds a concluding Collect and the people respond, AMEN.
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.
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The Presiding Priest says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
THE PEACE
Presiding Priest

People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION
Please remain seated. When we’re together in church, an offering of money is collected.
You may make an offering by clicking here.
HYMN (sung by all)

Lord, make us servants of your peace
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(HYMNAL 593)

PRESENTATION ANTHEM
Presiding Priest All things come from you, O Lord,
People And of your own have we given you.
Presiding Priest The Lord be with you,
People And also with you.
Presiding Priest Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them up to the Lord.
Presiding Priest Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give thanks and praise.
We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before time you
made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into being: sun, moon, and
stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in
your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children,
you would not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.
And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our
voices to magnify you as we sing:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (sung by all)

Robert Powell

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and death and
to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing servant, that she might
conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with
outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the
world to himself yet we were heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete
upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.
On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave thanks to you,
broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”
Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, who was
and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves, a living sacrifice.
Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ. Breathe your Spirit
over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ given for the world you have made.
In the fullness of time bring us, with Barnabas and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people
and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.
Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and
praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
ACCLAMATION AFTER THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Sung responsively

Ambrosian Chant

Let us pray.
My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you
above all things, and long for you in my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come
at least spiritually into my heart. As though you have already come, I embrace you and unite myself
entirely to you; never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.
THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the People of God.
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourishing us with spiritual
food in the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood. Now send us forth a people forgiven, healed,
renewed; that we may proclaim your love to the world and continue in the risen life of Christ our
Savior. Amen.
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THE BLESSING
HYMN (sung by all)

DISMISSAL

People

Praise to the Lord!

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

PROCESSION
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
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(HYMNAL 390)

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY
Presiding Priest & Preacher
Guest Organist
Song Leader
Lectors
Video Production

The Reverend Karen Haig
Gary Rutherford
Micah Parker
Joan Collins, Judy Tingley & Mike Killion, Julie Dougherty
The Reverend Jim Friedrich

