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RUMINATIONS

In many churches this time of year, the time of
harvest occurs. This is not the food harvest,
this is the time of stewardship campaigns, also
known as the “annual beg-a-thon.” Churches
have a very odd business model. We don’t
have prices set for what we do. We don’t
charge at all for many of our services. We do
provide these services throughout the year and
then we invite those who partake of those services to decide what they are worth. I occasionally imagine that sort of thing happening at
the store or with other professionals who provide services. What
would people do if T&C invited you to pick out your groceries and
then invited you to decide what prices you wanted to pay for them?
Or leave a restaurant and be invited to pay what you thought was a
fair price for the dinner you just consumed. It rather boggles the mind
to have services first and payment later. But that is how churches
work – at least in the United States.
In countries where there is an official religion, churches are supported through taxes or other forced contributions. Clergy are state employees and the finances of the church are tied to the finances of the
state. Some years ago, a few churches funded themselves through
“pew rents.” Each pew in the church came with a rental fee so if you
wanted to sit in a particular pew, there was an attendant cost to that
section. A friend of mine opined that the back pew would rent for the
highest amount and sit- (Continued on Page 2) ting in the front would
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Rector’s Ruminations
be free – in most Episcopal churches. There is an old joke that
the perfect Episcopal Church would have just one really big last
pew so that everyone could hide back there.
So, we will be launching our stewardship campaign in October
and hope to raise sufficient funds that we can engage in mission
all through 2016. About half of our budget will be salaries for me
and staff ( and my salary and benefits equal about half of all salary and benefit costs) and about half will be for all the other bills
we pay each year – utilities, our diocesan assessment, outreach,
fellowship, and worship expenses. In recent years, we have been
able to raise sufficient funds to meet our expenses through our
annual stewardship campaign and have not had to do a large
fund-raiser or second “ask” to balance our budget. That was not
always the case here at Saint Barnabas. There have been years
when we did both a second “ask” and a fund-raiser to make ends
meet.
The ideal campaign would take about two or three weeks but our
campaigns, even the successful ones, often take two months. Part of the reason for such long
campaigns is that people delay, people forget, people travel, and people procrastinate until the
last minute. Last year, 80% of the funds we needed were raised within four weeks and the final
20% took another six weeks. I have never figured out why that is so but our experience is mirrored by other congregations. The delays do make it harder to create and approve a final budget but human nature seems impervious to organizational desires.
Our proposed budget for 2016 is remarkably like our 2015 budget. It is larger in dollar amounts
because vestry is proposing a raise for staff in 2016. While inflation has not been much in the
recent year, the cost of some things has gone up and our budget reflects those anticipated
changes. Obviously, if our stewardship goal is not met, the budget will need to be cut as we are
required to have a balanced budget. While the church is capable of many things, printing
money is not one of them.
Most of our funds come to us in the form of pledges of financial support. Some funds come from
returns on our endowment funds and some come in the form of weekly donations and outright
gifts. Without our core members’ faithful and annual pledges, we could not be the church we
are. The annual commitment to support the work of Saint Barnabas is essential to our continued existence and our continued involvement in the larger community.
Without us, a number of community groups would have no place to meet or perform. Without
us, there might not be a place for Compline or Schola Nova. Without us, there might not be a
place for Amabile to practice and perform. Without us, the Intimate Music Series would have to
find a new home. The Girl Scouts and the AA groups would all be seeking new homes. The
Rotarians and Kiwanis would have to find new places to meet. Our seven chefs and caterers
would have to close their businesses or find new places to cook. The list is long and diverse.
We are far more than a Sunday church and far more than a place for Episcopalians to gather.
We are a “third” place – not home and not work, but a place for the community to gather, to enContinued on Next Page
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Rector’s Ruminations
joy fellowship, to dream dreams, and to grow.
We say we are place where surprise meets sacred tradition. We say we are about the reconciling love of Christ in the world. We, like other Episcopal churches claim five marks of mission the marks are: To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom; to teach, baptize and nurture new
believers; to respond to human need by loving service; to seek to transform unjust structures of
society, to challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace and reconciliation; to strive to
safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth.
But there is a sixth mark of mission and that is financial sustainability so that the other marks of
mission can be met. We can do little missional work in the world if we have no funds to accomplish our goals. We live in a monetized world in which everything seems to have a price – including church. It is true that much of what we do is volunteer work but even volunteers need
light and heat and a place to be. Mission will not happen without people but it will also not happen without some funds.
So, when your letter comes, please consider giving generously to support our common mission.
If enough of us give generously enough, our campaign will be short in time but very long in impact. It would be lovely to celebrate Thanksgiving with our budget set and our vision clear.
Dennis+
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MUSINGS

The word contemplative originates from the Old French word
contemplation, derived from the Latin contemplationem which means
'act of looking at,' from contemplari, meaning 'to gaze attentively,
observe'. Originally it meant 'to mark out a space for observation'
(as an augur would). In English, it meant 'religious musing.'

Being Trees in Autumn
by Steve Garnaas-Holmes

These trees in Buddhist saffron robes,
renouncing everything,
becoming naked without fear,
in wind that is a part of them,
disclose a beauty in this death,
become new shapes, interior.
To live they cannot hoard;
this losing, too, is growth.
New shapes emerge, new vision clears.
Surrender strengthens in the soul
another song.
This emptying is confidence
in spring, but more—a faithing
in the growth that’s come before,
a counting of the gifts
and then releasing one by one,
so as to give again,
knowing growth is not a season,
but is in the root of things.
This is no losing,
but a becoming.
Coveting such openness
of limb and heart and hand,
such bareness in the singing,
I only now discover that I want
this wind, blowing where it will. *
Continued on Next Page
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Each season has its gift. Autumn brings crisp cool air, a more diffused light in the shorter
days, a sense that the earth around us is entering a season of rest. While in human life,
the pace of life ear” is in session. Volunteers are needed. There is much to be accomplished. I’ve often felt that our secular and even religious life ignores the rhythm in which
nature invites us to participate.
I was blessed during my last years in active leadership of a parish to live in a place thatfollowed the rhythm of the seasons. On the coast of Maine, summer is the most active time
of the year as returning generations come to summer homes, and visitors seeking the
Sabbath and renewal of nature and play came to our village and the nearby National Park.
In the summer our worship attendance tripled and committees met with members from far
and near to plan for ongoing and future mission. September was a time of diminishment
in numbers of people – a time when the year round residents could reconnect with one
another and enjoy picnics, worship outdoors and with animals. It was a time to celebrate
the growth of children over the summer and to move into our chapel (from the much larger
stone church) for the upcoming winter months. The pace and activity was slower, even as
we prepared for the holidays. Each gathering, whether in church on Sundays, or in the
Community center for a weekly meal or a play, had a sweetness of connected and deepening community sharing of life. Programs emerged as needed and receded into the dark
of winter, only to re-emerge as the days grew longer during Lent. Winter worship on a
snowy Sunday always had a few intrepid souls who could walk to church. Living that way
felt much more holistic, more like the bringing together of the inner and the outer manifestation of Divine Life.
For years now the church has measured its success on the basis of numbers of people,
amount of money raised, and amount of activity going on. When Jesus said, “I came that
they may have life and have it more abundantly” (John 10:10), I don’t think he meant more
and more programs and activities. I think his invitation was to a deeper, more intentional
life in God.
My hope is that we could see more clearly below the surface and engage the deeper
shifts that are happening not only around us but within us, individually and as a society,
and as a community of faith. Spiritual/human growth is harder to measure but not impossible. If we attend to it, we see it. As the poet says, “growth is not a season, but is in the
root of things. This is no losing, but a becoming.” My wish for you and the church is for
time of reflection as well as action in service together; for a recognition that Christ is in the
midst of us, transforming our very being; that we are human beings, not human doings.
What are the leaves that need to fall from us so that new life can gestate in the winter and
emerge in the coming seasons?

Blessings of the season,

Patricia+
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A Community Death Cafe
Tuesday, Oct 13 | 7-9pm
Eagle Harbor Congregational, UCC
We're all going to die. So why not talk about it? A
"Death Cafe" is a group-directed discussion of death
with no agenda, objectives or themes; just good will,
open hearts - and cake! It's a discussion group, not a
grief support or counseling session. Join us for conversation and refreshments. As numbers
warrant, small groups will be formed.
Led by: Rev. Barbara ten Hove |co-minister Cedars Unitarian Universalist Church |
206-780-0373
For more information about Death Cafes that are being
held worldwide | http://deathcafe.com

The Gospel of Thomas with David Veterane A Wisdom Retreat Day
Saturday, Oct 10 | 9:30am—3:30pm
Parish Hall | St. Barnabas
Join us for a day of prayer, chanting and
spiritual practice centered around The Gospel of Thomas. We will be
led in our study by David Veterane of Rolling Bay Presbyterian
Church and host of study weekends with Lynn Bauman. David will be
using The Gospel of Thomas, Wisdom of the Twin, 2nd edition by
Lynn Bauman. (Bringing this text will be very helpful but not essential). This opportunity is designed to support participants in going
deeper into the life of God which was taught and lived by Jesus (Yeshua) the Master of
Wisdom. There will be a $20 donation requested to cover snacks and an honorarium
(scholarships available). Look for registration forms at the church or call the office and one
will be mailed to you. Bring your own lunch and join us!
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THE HARBOR

Outreach Effort continues for Chaplains on
the Harbor | Grays Harbor County
The outreach ministry directed by the Rev. Sarah Monroe and, titled “Chaplains on the Harbor” is continuing to
be supported by the Outreach Committee of St. Barnabas. The ministry works to meet the spiritual and everyday needs of the many homeless and needy in the depressed Aberdeen/Westport area. Chaplains on the
Harbor is a ministry that is endorsed by our Episcopal Diocese in Olympia and our Bishop Greg Rickel. Since our request for seasonal items and dry
goods from the congregation last Spring, the Outreach committee continues to support Chaplains
on the Harbor. St. Barnabas has helped the ministry with a $600 check to help buy a new
freezer, carloads of food and dry goods, lots of prayer and recently a check for $500 to assist with
the ministry. We continue to be impressed with Sarah’s passion for her Chaplains on the Harbor
mission and her leadership to work with and through the communities of Aberdeen and Westport.
Dennis has invited the Rev. Sarah Monroe to come to St. Barnabas during the month of November.
She has indicated to Dennis that she would like to preach so we have that to look forward to.
In October the Sunday Bulletin will begin to mention this ministry and list the items needed from our
congregation. The closer we get to Thanksgiving the congregation will again have an opportunity to
show their individual support by bringing items on the list for a Chaplains in the Harbor box in the
parlor. The Outreach committee will deliver the items to the Aberdeen and Westport for Sarah to
use in her ministry. For more information contact Steve Schmitz | 206-842-3375 |
esallen1zero5@gmail.com

Donation items to consider as we approach Thanksgiving
1. Adult/children size socks
2. Gloves for adults/children
3. Jackets for children ages 5-12
4. Tea bags/coffee/hot chocolate

5. Toilet paper
6. Sugar and creamer
7. Canned goods (beans, fruits, vegetables)
8. Snack items (small bags of chips, cookies, crackers, etc.)
9. Dog and cat food
10. Laundry soap
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Honored

Bainbridge Community Foundation who recognized Ian as the Outstanding Young Philanthropist. Others who were recognized were Paul
& Debbi
Brainerd (Outstanding Bainbridge Philanthropists) and Steve & Becky
Mikami (Outstanding Philanthropic Company: ACE Hardware). The
event was held at IslandWood on 9/18/15.
To learn more, visit the Bainbridge Community Foundation
website: www.bainbridgecommunityfoundation.org

From

the Libr ary...

The following books were donated to our library in memory of Bill Cassella by his family. We thank
them for:
Anglican Identities by Rowan Williams (283.WI)
Going to Heaven, The Life and Election of Bishop Gene Robinson by
Elizabeth Adams (283.09/AD)
Reading the Bible Again for the First Time by Marcus J. Borg (220.61/BO)
What's So Great About Christianity by Dinesh D'Souza (230/D'S)
They are on the "New Books" shelf and ready to be checked out. Also donated in Bill's name is a beautiful King James Bible, a beautifully illustrated Book of Common Prayer, and Bill's copy of Revised Office Readings,
Year 2. These have all been placed in the glassed-in shelves above the
computer in the library. They are there for you to enjoy on-site.
Two more books were donated in September: The anonymous donation
of Chasing the Wild Goose, the Story of the Iona Community by Ronald
Ferguson (267.18.FE) and Spiritual Ecology, The Cry of the Earth, essays edited by Llewellyn
Vaughan-Lee (201.7/VA). This last books includes the Essasy by Joanna Macy which is on the
reading list for Lynn Bauman's seminar October 30,31 and Nov 1. It has been checked out but let
me know if you are going to the seminar and want to be on the waiting list | Barb Herrick | 842-2068
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Thursdays | 7:30pm | Gowen Library
Class began September 17 | 2015
In Search of: Saint Paul, Saint Peter and Other
New Testament Greats and Places
The Washington National Cathedral is also known as the
Cathedral Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul. In honor of these two
seminal figures im n Christianity, our Adult Education program this fall
will focus on their lives and ministries in the earliest church. In this
exploration, we will be led by David Suchet, who played Hercule Poirot
in the BBC series. With him, we will go where Paul went and explore the
astonishing transformation of a simple fisherman into the person some
claim as the first Pope. We will also explore some of the early Christian
world by way of videos featuring Jerusalem and the other great sites of
early Christianity. If geography is history, then the world of the earliest
Christians shaped how we worship today. Please join us for any or all of
these explorations and discussions.

Schedule

Oct 22

Peter and Paul & the
Christian Revolution I

Oct 29

Peter and Paul and the
Christian Revolution II

Sep 17

Saint Paul

Sep 24

Saint Paul

Oct 1

Saint Peter

Nov 5

The First Christians Part I

Oct 8

Rector Away

Nov 12

The First Christian Part II

Oct 15

Saint Peter

Nov 19

Birth of a Faith

9
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Be Part of the Great Tradition…the St. Barnabas Supper/Brunch Club
The 2015-2016 program starts as early as November. Groups meet for a shared meal where
there is time to appreciate each other’s company, enjoy the gifts of food and drink, and learn to
know each other, moving from acquaintances to friends.
This is a perfect way for newcomers to meet others, for long-time members to meet the
newcomers, for singles who want to participate in a social program without a partner, and
for those who are members of the parish but whose spouses/partners are not. Starting
this year, we want to be more inclusive, looking for those who want to be part of a
family-based group which would involve children.
How Does This Work and What Do I Have to Do?
We divide into groups of 8-9 people, couples, singles, families. Each group has a leader who
hosts the first meeting, then the others take turns being Host-of-the-Month. It can be for dinner,
brunch, tea, barbeque in the park…formal, casual, whatever. The place can be your home,
someone else’s home, one of our parks, anywhere there is time and space for leisurely
companionship. The idea is to find a place that is private and involves no rushing, so restaurants
don’t fit. They are trying to turn tables.
At the first meeting the group brings calendars, sets the schedule for the rest of the year, and
makes two concrete commitments:

First, everyone agrees to host at least once. Singles may pair up to share the work load.
The host decides what they want to do in terms of menu and time. They can create the whole
meal, ask the others to contribute, or to prepare a special recipe. If the group wants, they can
schedule two rounds of hosting into next summer. No rules here except the two commitments.
Second, once the dates are set, you commit to showing up each time unless there is an
emergency. It’s like having season tickets to the Seahawks, you mark your calendar as “taken”
for those days. That way, in this busy congregation, everyone can schedule other travel,
business or anything else AROUND those concrete dates. Only fair to your group, isn’t it? If you
have an emergency, the host will fill your chairs with someone else who would enjoy the
meeting. The idea is to meet no matter what.
Signups will begin September 13, and continue until October 18. That’s only a few weeks,
so don’t wait. You have choices about the kind of group you prefer, if you need a ride, or want to
be a leader. If there are dietary or mobility/access concerns, note them and we will try to make it
all work out. There will be sign-up forms at the Welcome Table and in the September and
October Chimes. Celebration Sunday, September 13, is the first date to sign up. You may be
able to do this on line. Groups will be announced in early November.

DO consider being a part of this really special,
traditional St. Barnabas program.
Sign up by October 18.
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Barnabas Supper/Brunch
Club Form

1 Emma Kirchner
5 Pat O’Morchoe
8 Jem Bullock
9 Tom Beierle
17 Jere Sheldon
18 Charlie Helming,
Hazel Ball
19 Duke Schader
20 Caitlin O’Morchoe

26 Margaret Atwood,
Christopher O’Morchoe
27 Rob Gudmundson
29 Ann Powel
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Belize

Winter has arrived in Belize. Here there is
no Autumn. There is no official celebration
of the seasonal change, except it arrives on
the same weekend as the celebration of
Belize independence from the British
Empire, and there was plenty of noise
surrounding both events.
School kids (all of them, I think) March from
the main square in San Ignacio, across the
Mopan River bridge to Santa Elena, playing their instruments as
they go. Then after dark the fireworks begin until daybreak. Winter
provides its own announcement of entry. Thunder and lightning
greeted the merrimakers and perhaps dampened their spirits because they knew what was coming if they had spent any time in Belize and they knew that the downpours come with little or no warning. There is general approval of the hard rains of winter
because it brings renewed vitality to natural beauty as well as
humankind.
But there are a few surprises to greet the unwary. Since I am new
to the area I have had my share of roadblocks. First the language.
It is true that Belize is an English-speaking country, but the British
treated Belize like they did so much of their former empire. I would
not expect to converse easily with natives in rural areas of the
country. The people I meet in San Ignacio speak to me in English,
but not to each other. A few days ago I stopped into a barber shop
to get my monthly haircut. I consider myself somewhat conversant
in Spanish, and the barber was greeting another local customer. He
was of speaking in a language that was new to me - Creole,
Mestizo, Garifuna? But speaking of haircuts, the first time I
patronized the recommended shop. I asked for only a trim and
noticed that the barber was really speedy with his customers. I said
Continued on Next Page

“Winter
provides its
own
announcement
of entry”
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Continued

nothing, but I noticed that I had never seen some of the tools
that he used; I also noticed that everyone who came into the
shop had beautiful curly hair (native, of course). What was
he going to cut? Observing more closely now, I noticed that
when the customers left the shop, they had very little hair
left. Was he going to do that to me? I had little hair to start
(and less when I left). But the price was right - BZ$7:00,
US$3.50.
Another reason to be wary, not relevant unless you are driving the roads, is the questionable
quality of the road surfaces. Improvements are currently being made in the thin-skin main
roads, but pot-holes and degradation of the road edges abound, making the already narrow
pavement treacherous. Other hazards of a personal nature also occur.
Irritations that affect everyone in Belize and Central America are in retailing. If I would like to
purchase a new appliance or anything of value, I would probably look for an American brand
name, and those brand names are available locally, but that is where the satisfaction ends. My
appliance is made in Brazil or El Salvador and not to the same standards or design as I
remember. A reason for the substitution is an import duty of American goods of 35 percent on
American goods, in addition to the 12 percent sales tax, and the unfavorable rate of exchange. Then, if the item does not meet my standards functionally, "sorry!"
This quality challenge occurs particularly in construction
except that the problem is in outmoded methods, skill levels, and false pride. I have entered into two renovation
contracts with local contractors to make modifications to
my house in San Ignacio. Neither was successful, neither
was completed.
Looking on the brighter side, there are no parking meters in
Belize. There are no parking lanes. We park wherever we
like, and hopefully we can extricate our car when we are
ready to finish our business. And there are no blackberry vines in Belize, but there a no blackberries either.
But today I am looking across my veranda to the green valley which is San Ignacio and beyond
to the majestic hills of Guatemala. Beautiful sight! Love, Dick Gregory

VESTRY, COMMISSIONS &
COMMITTEES

Vestry | Dennis Tierney (Rector), Bill Galvani (Senior Warden), Kristoffer Anderson (Junior
Warden)
Members | Stu Case, Sue Hylen, Ed Ellis, Jean Kellerman, Michael Lacey, Steve Schmitz &
Virginia Walker Clerk of the Vestry | Mark Morris
Treasurer | Denton Kiehle
Treasurer Emerita | Carole Hedderly-Smith
Chimes Editors | Katrina Diller & Dennis Tierney
Finance Standing Committee | Tom Beierle (chair), Denton Kiehle, Virginia Walker, Dennis
Tierney
Stewardship Standing Committee | Helene Schmitz (chair), Tim Duffy | Legacy Circle (Marite
Butners, Dorothy Foster, Lynn Whipple)]
Buildings & Grounds Standing Committee | Anne Pell & Denise Kolb (co-chairs), Fred
Meredith, Dennis Tierney
Christian Action Commission | Bill Galvani (chair), Maggie Ball, Joan Collins, Robin Cook, Dan
Fowler, Nancy Sias, Lee-ann Holland & Ric Cederwall
Pastoral Care Committee | Outreach Committee and Office of the Rector |
Secret Prayer Partners (Alice Reasoner), Prayer Chain (Lee-Ann Holland), Reiki Ministry (Sr
Mary Louise Sulonen, Ric Cederwall)

Outreach Committee | Bill Galvani (chair), Maggie Ball, Joan Collins, Robin Cook, Dan
Fowler, Nancy Sias, Lee-ann Holland & Ric Cederwall | Super Supper (Laurie Fergusson & Julie
Houck), JOY Luncheon (Danielle Desaulniers & Kathleen Jennings), New Way Life Mongolian
Quilting Center (Maggie Ball), Chaplains on the Harbor (Steve & Helene Schmitz), CROP
Walk (Deena Hanke)
Christian Formation Commission | Ruth Anderson (chair), Barb Herrick, Dennis Tierney |
Sunday School (TBD), Youth Groups & Adult Education (Barbara Bolles, Dennis Tierney),
Nursery (TBD), Library (Barb Herrick)
Fellowship Commission | ____ (chair), Karen Carncross, Laura Carroll, Joan
Collins, Helene Schmitz, Honora Dunkak, Sylvia Dunning, Nancy Dysland, Roth Hafer, Kate Houchen,
Kathleen & Stephen Jennings, Jean Kellerman, Doug & Gigi Norwine, Jody Prongay, Alan & Alice
Reasoner, Pat & Duke Schader, Steven Schmitz | Greeters (Stephen Jennings),
Welcome Table (Randy & Linda Krause), Supper Club (Stephen & Kathleen Jennings),
Newcomer Brunch (Babe Kehres), Coffee Hour (Caroline Cox), Special Events (Sylvia Dunning)
Worship Commission | Joan Collins (chair), Su Beecham, Donna Brookfield, Dan Fowler, Paul
Roy, Nancy Tiederman, Dennis Tierney | Ushers (Brian Andvik), Liturgical Ministers (Joan Collins),
Altar Guild (Joan Collins, Honora Dunkak), Weddings (TBD), Memorial Service
Receptions (Christine Davis), Women’s Schola Nova, Compline Choir & Amabile Choir (Anne
Pell), Bread Bakers (TBD)

