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A JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM

Welcome to our Las Posadas celebration! Tonight, we will relive the story of Jesus’s
birth! Together, we will go on a journey throughout the church grounds following
in the footsteps of Joseph and Mary, expectant parents who are seeking shelter as
they await the birth of their baby, who we will come to know as Jesus Christ,
Emmanuel, God with us.

“Las Posadas,” meaning “The Inns,” or “lodging,” has been celebrated throughout
the Americas for more than 400 years. Our journey to Bethlehem recreates Joseph
and Mary’s search for shelter while emphasizing the importance of welcoming the
stranger. Let us now follow these travelers as they make their way to the manger
where Jesus will be born...
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Presider

This is a night like no other night. It is a time to dream and sing and journey toward
Bethlehem. The star will help to show us the way.

Let us pray.

We pray you gracious God to lead us to Bethlehem where animals, angels, shepherds and
seekers alike will gather to behold the baby’s face. Bless us on this Christmas night that we may
know the riches of your power and glory known in the innocence of a child born in a humble
manger where angels and all the heavens announce the holy birth; Glory in heaven and peace
on all the earth, now and forever. Amen.

Narrator: The little town of Bethlehem sits on a hill top some ten miles south of Jerusalem. A
distance away from town, we can see lights from household hearths, families gathered together
and breaking bread. “Bethlehem” means “House of Bread.” One humble dwelling seems to
glow more brightly than others. Let’s move closer to Bethlehem.

In the center of the village are several small inns. On this night, the inns are overflowing with
people seeking sleep, safety, and something to eat. As night gathers, the last two travelers come
slowly up the road. Look, there is a young woman about to be a mother. She is walking with
her husband. They are Mary and Joseph from Nazareth!

They have walked for six days to come to this city where King David was born, so long ago.
They have come, like so many others, because the Roman Emperor wants to count each
person, so that he can tax them.

But it is late, and Mary is so weary—her body aches as she feels her baby so ready to be born.
Where will Mary and Joseph sleep tonight? Where will they find a safe place in this unfamiliar
town? A bright star will lead the way.

Please take a lantern and follow the STAR as we sing:



Las Posadas Song

"Soul Cake Song", traditional

Sheila Bristow
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CAMEL’S BREATH LODGE

Narrator: Mary and Joseph approach an inn. With them, let us see if there’s room for them to

spend the night...

Joseph pounds on the door. ..

“Knock! Knock! Knock!”

1. Innkeeper:

Who arrives at my door

on this dark, stormy night?
Who comes pounding rudely
giving us fright?

2. Travelers:

From our long, long journey
we are oh so weary!

We seek shelter and rest

on this cold night, dreary.

3. Innkeeper:

Who asks me for lodging?
I can’t answer such fuss.
You might be a robber,
come to steal, or to hurt us.

7. Innkeeper:

4. Travelers:

From our long, long journey
we are travelers, weary.

So very, very tired,

trudging roads so dreary.

5. Innkeeper:

There is no room insidel!
No place we can rent you.
Get away form our doot,
go tind some place new.

6. Travelers:

Please give us a place,

a small corner will do.

We won’t make a fuss.
That’s our promise to you!

Fields are free and they are plenty.
Stay outside and make do!

There is no room inside,

there is no room for youl

Narrator: For now, Mary, Joseph, and the rest of us must stay outside and make do. Tonight,
we continue with Mary and Joseph as they go from inn to inn, seeking even the smallest

kindness.

Please follow the STAR as we sing:
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Narrator: With Mary and Joseph let us call out again; perhaps there will be room in this inn...

Joseph pounds on the door. . .

“Knock! Knock! Knock!”

1. Innkeeper:

Who arrives at my door

on this dark, stormy night?
Who comes pounding rudely
giving us fright?

2. Travelers:
From our long, long journey

3. Innkeeper:

There is no room insidel!
No place we can rent you.
Get away form our doot,
go tind some place new.

4. Travelers:
Please give us a place,

a small corner will do.
We won’t make a fuss.
That’s our promise to you!

we are oh so weary!
We seek shelter and rest
on this cold night, dreary.

5. Innkeeper:

Fields are free and they are plenty.
Stay outside and make do!

There is no room inside,

there is no room for youl

Narrator: Again, we must keep looking for shelter. Abraham and Sarah, the earliest ancestors of
our faith, led their people as they wandered in search of the land that God—through the
prophet Moses—had promised to give them. God sent many prophets to tell about the
Messiah who would bring everlasting peace to that Promised Land, the One to be called Jesus.
Tonight, we are in search of that peaceful place that is God’s promise to us. Let us keep
walking in search of a safe place for Jesus to be born. Let’s keep on looking for I.a Posada.

Please follow the STAR as we sing:
_7-
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BETHLEHEM FARMS

Narrator: With Mary and Joseph let us call out once again; perhaps there will be some room
here in this inn...

Joseph pounds on the door. . .

“Knock! Knock! Knock!”

1. Innkeeper: 3. Innkeeper:

Who arrives at my door There is no room inside!

on this dark, stormy night? No place we can rent you.
Who comes pounding so rudely  Get away form our door,
giving such fright? go find some place new.

2. Travelers: 4. Travelers:

From our long, long journey  Please give us a place,

we are oh so weary! a small corner will do.

We seek shelter and rest We won’t make a fuss.

on this cold night, dreary. That’s our promise to you!

5. Innkeeper:

Fields are free and they are plenty.
Stay outside and make do!

There is no room inside,

there is no room for you!



Narrator: Have you ever in your life roamed and wandered, or felt lost, or felt excluded?

In many times and places, people have had to leave their homes and families behind to seek a
new, safer, or better home. Let us think of others who must—Iike Mary and Joseph—Ileave

their home and families as they flee war, violence, disasters, poverty, hunger, rejection, and
disease.

Let us consider other people and even other creatures who are wandering this day in search of
clean air, water, freedom to pray or speak as they wish, something to eat, or a safe place to rest.

Now let’s continue the journey with Mary and with Joseph as week seek Las Posadas in God’s
promise of safety and welcome.

Please follow the STAR as we sing:
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Dew Drop Inn

Narrator: With Mary and Joseph let us call out again; perhaps there will be room here in this

mn....

Joseph pounds on the door. ..

“Knock! Knock! Knock!”

1. Innkeeper:

Who arrives at our door

on this dark, stormy night?
Who is there? Show yourselves;
you have given such a fright!

2. Travelers:

We’re in such great need!
Mary is soon to give birth!
Please let us inside.
Please realize our worth.

3. Innkeeper:

There is no room here,
no bed I can offer.
Know that we are sorry.
God won’t let her suffer

4. Travelers:

Know that you are in God’s hands!
Know that God is in your heart!
What little you have to offer

is more than a start.

5. Innkeeper:

All T have to offer

is a wee little stable.

Surely you don’t want that...
but use if you are able.

6. Travelers:

Yes! Your gift is so welcome—
this humble place of rest.

We are Mary and Joseph

from the town of Nazareth.

7. Innkeeper:

Can it be as you say?
Can it really be true?
Mary, Holy Mother?
Joseph, can it be you?

8. Travelers:

Do you know who we are?

Do you know our faces?

We are the wanderers and the homeless
of all times and in all places.

9. Innkeeper:

Who will leave Christ outside?

Who will turn Christ away?

Holy Child, be born to us, welcome in!
To rest and to stay.

10. All:

Open wide every door!
Offer hearts full of awe.
Come inside, Holy Family!
Come inside, one and all!

Narrator: Stars brighten slowly in the night sky as all creation holds its breath. Then suddenly
from the stable comes the cry of a newborn babe!l Mary gently wraps Jesus in a blanket and lays
him in a manger filled with straw. Let us now, with joy, come forward to meet the new born
child!
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While singing, please enter the church and find a seat.
Children and fanilies are especially encouraged to sit in the front pews for the Christmas story.
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® THE HOLY GOSPEL | The Christmas Story Luke 2:1-14

The story of Jesus’s birth according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lotd Christ.

The Gospel of the Lord
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

ﬂl CHRISTMAS MESSAGE The Reverend Dianne Andrews
Stlence.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
The 1Leader and People pray responsively.

With thankful hearts we pray to you our God, the creator of all good things, responding to
each petition:

God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

We pray for your church throughout the world. We pray for bishops, priests, and deacons

and for all the baptized who serve in your name.
God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the creation you so dearly love and for your beloved people everywhere asking
that you help us love those you love and those we find hard to love.
God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the poor, the hungty, and the unhoused. We pray for immigrants and refugees
everywhere. Help us to help them.
God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the sick, the sad, and the lonely. We pray for those who have died and those
who miss them deatly.
God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

We pray for the leaders of our country and leaders around the world; that they would govern
with wisdom, justice, and compassion.

God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

We pray for an end to violence and for all the world to know peace.

God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

We pray for all who are gathered here this night. Bless us, keep us, and help to care for
others as you would have us do.
God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

And finally, dear God, on this holy night, we pray with special gladness and in thanksgiving
for the gift of the holy child, Jesus.
God, in your glory: Hear our prayer.

_12-



Presider

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of your true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also know the joys
heaven; where you live and reign in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE PEACE

Presider  'The peace of God be always with you.
People And also with you.

#l. WELCOME
THE LITURGY OF THE TABLE
THE OFFERING

An offering of money is collected. Y ou may make an offering online by scanning the OR code found on the
back of your bulletin.

OFFERTORY SOLO The Carol of the Birds John Jacob Niles
¥ PRESENTATION ANTHEM

Presider All things come from you, O God,

People And of your own have we given you.

THE GREAT THEANKSGIVING Ernriching Our Worship, Eucharistic Prayer 2

Presider — The Lord be with yon.

People And also with you.

Presider — Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Presider — Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People 1tis right to give God thanks and praise.

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant.

From before time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and
brought all things into being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living
thing. You made us in your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled
against you, and wandered far away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would
not forget us. Time and again you called us to live in the fullness of your love.

And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in the chorus of praise that rings through
eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we say...
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SANCTUS

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

j'Ofi

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin
and death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your
willing servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living
among us, Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and
proclaimed good news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were
heedless of his call to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross
the sacrifice of his life, and to be glorified by you.

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. He took bread, gave
thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is
poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for
the remembrance of me.”

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and
risen, who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and
ourselves, a living sacrifice.

Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of Christ.
Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of Christ
given for the world you have made.

In the fullness of time bring us, (with ...) and all your saints, from every tribe and language
and people and nation, to feast at the banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be

honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.

AMEN.
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

Presider Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

ﬁ COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

Al are welcome to come forward to receive Holy Communion.
Gluten-free wafers are available in addition to bread.

Wine may be received either directly from the chalice or by using an individual plastic cup.
Cups are located on a table in front of the first pew on the right as you face the altar.
Alfter receiving communion, please deposit your cup in the glass container
located on the right as you head back down the aisle.

If you prefer a blessing, please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire to the priest.

SOLO O my deir heart Herbert Howells
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Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848); tr. John Freeman Young (1820-1885). Music: Stille Nacht, melody Franz Xaver Gruber
(1787-1803), harm. Carl H. Reinecke (1824-1910).
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& o f THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of
the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for
assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your
Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the work
you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our
Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever.
Amen.
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as the curse is found,
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Words: 1saac Watts (1674-1748), alt. Music: Antioch, George Frideric Handel (1685-1759); adapt. and arr. Lowell Mason
(1792-1872).
DISMISSAL
People Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

MINISTERS OF THE LITURGY

Presider & Preacher | The Reverend Dianne Andrews
Music Director & Organist | Sheila Bristow
Cantors | Naomi Henn, Rae Hyra
Eucharistic Ministers | Diane Walworth, Pat Todd
Narrator | Rae Hyra
Innkeepers | Kathy Bolles, Diane Walworth, Mary Fitzpatrick, Michael Fitzpatrick
Ushers | Brian Andvik, Laura Carroll
The St. Barnabas Altar Guild

Music is reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-706843. All rights reserved.
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1187 Wyatt Way NW
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
206/842-5601 | stbbi.otg | info@stbbi.org
Wi-Fi Network: St. Barnabas Guest | Password: barnabas1187
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BARNABAS

OUR MISSION

We are a community of faith that welcomes and values all people.
We commit to follow Christ, serve others, grow in faith,
and transform the world by sharing God’s love.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

St. Barnabas Episcopal Church acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land
of the first people of this island, the Suquamish People, who are still here,
and we honor with gratitude the land itself and the life of the Suquamish Tribe.

CONNECT WITH US

Newsletter Website & Social Media Give Online
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